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Government were unwilling to accept a proposal which would post-
pone the re-establishment of Colombian sovereignty over Leticia.
Colombia's suggestion was that the League Commission should hand
over the territory to the Colombian authorities on the 23rd June, and
that Leticia should be occupied by Colombian troops before that
date, in order to guard against a coup from the Peruvian side. A
Colombian force of 1,650 men was actually despatched to the disputed
area by the sea and river route and reached Trinidad in the third
week of May.1
Meanwhile, on the 12th April, the situation had been discussed at
Geneva by the Advisory Committee which had been appointed by
the Council in March 1933.2 The chairman of the Committee, Seiior
Castillo Najera of Mexico, explained that the relations between
Colombia and Peru could not be considered satisfactory and that
there was reason to fear that the negotiations at Rio de Janeiro
would not result in agreement before the 23rd June. The Brazilian
representative, however, was able to tell the Committee that, in his
Government's belief, the negotiations might be successfully concluded
in the course of the next few weeks; and in the light of his information
the Committee decided to postpone its decision in regard to the pro-
longation of the League Commission's mandate.
In the event, the Brazilian Government's hope was justified. On
the 19th May the representatives of Colombia and Peru accepted a
formula which had been put forward by Senhor Mello Franco, and on
the 24th May a 'Protocol of Friendship and Co-operation' was
signed at Rio de Janeiro.3 In this agreement, Peru expressed regret
for the incidents which had taken place since the 1st September, 1932,
and the two countries recorded their intention of resuming diplo-
matic relations. The validity of the treaty of the 24th March, 1922,
was explicitly confirmed, and it was laid down that its terms could
only be modified by mutual consent or by arbitral decision. Negotia-
tions would be opened, through the normal diplomatic channels, for
the settlement of all outstanding differences, and the two countries
undertook to conclude agreements relating to customs, trade, river
navigation, the protection of settlers, and other questions arising in
the Amazon and Putumayo basins. A mixed commission with a
Brazilian chairman would be appointed to promote the conclusion
of these agreements, A technical commission was also to be appointed
1  "When agreement was reached at Rio de Janeiro this Colombian force was
instructed to remain provisionally in Brazilian waters.
2  Seep. 451 albove.
3  The text was published in the Bulletin of the Pan American Union. August
1934.